"Halacha Sources" Highlights - The"Yom Tov" of Tu B'Av

Question: Isn't Tu B'Av just a "technical" Yom Toy applying only to fasting and saying Tachanun?

Answer: Indeed, thatis how the LevushRr. Mordechai Yaffe, Italy and Poland, 1530 - 1612vush HaChurO.C. 580:2]
characterizes the fifteenth of the month of Av. Hwer, there are two additional aspects which the
Halacha sources discuss:

(1) increased nighttime Torah study starting therd(so on through the summer etc.),

(2) eating meat.

[Not discussed here: There are conflicting souaes$o whether a mourner can be theazzan"on Tu
B'Av, seeHalacha Sources Chanukah, pg. 33.]

Part 1: Increased Nighttime Torah Study starfindB'Av(and so on through the summer etc.)

One of the Gemara's explanationsTorB'Av(Ta'anis31ajandBava Basral21b)) iS:

From the fifteenth of [the month of] Av and onwarttie power of the sun [begins to be]
diminished, and they would not cut [any more] Idgsthe [mizbayach's] woodpile [after then],
because they [i.e. subsequently cut logs] wergsudficiently assured to be totally] dry [and we
are concerned for worms, which cause wood to balithfor the woodpilgrashi, quoting the Mishnah in
Middos 2:5 - as does the Yerushalmi here bsd&yrom this [day] and onwards [i.e. as the dayscbme shorter
and the nights become longe#shbam, Bava Basra ibifi,)Whoever increases [his nighttime Torah study
(Rashi] gets increased [length of lif@ashi], and whoever does not increase will "terminate& |

die before his time?ashi, explaining the Gemara which follo]\ls)

Accordingly, theRemarules Yoreh Dei'ah246:23)[as theMishnah Berurah(238 n2) quotes as HalachdPne should
begin studying at night from the fifteenth of Av ard onwards, and whoever does not increagete by

little (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch71:1)] Will "terminate" .

Is there anyirect relationship between studying in the long lightl aan-wood-baking analysis in the day?
Before addressing that, let's focus on the quest@hat exactly is thecelebration according to this
position in the Gemara?

The RashbamnRrabbeinu Shmuel ben Meir, France, 1085 - 1ttnmentary t@ava Basraibid.] explains that it's an occasion for

celebration because of the completion of such gortant Mitzvah [i.e. what we would call"aiyum'].



(This does fit the language of tiMishnah Berurahji31 n3o) that it "was" aYom Tov"when theBeis

HaMikdashstood". Without the Mitzvah of preparing for theadpile, we can't really have thglyum™)

On the other handRabbeinu Gershomaommentary toBava Basraibid] sSeems to interpret the entire flow of the
Gemara completely differently: "When they were gaied by cutting the logs for the woodpile, they aver
[to that extent] removed from Torah study; but battday they stopped, and they made Yioan Toy for

from that point onwards they were involved [insfgiadTorah study."

While Rabbeinu Gershom's unique approach doesitneith the generally accepted explanation that the
increased study is at night (and because the nizgdm to get longer), this does provide a cledftew"

between the two subjects (i.e. answering our eagliestion).

As for the accepted approach of the authoritiesalt be suggested tha B'Avis theturning pointfrom
"the time of the sun" - in which the gentile nagdmave a certain ascendance - to "the time of theni)
andthatis the common denominator between the studyingeauaiihg the wood-cuttingeard from Rabbi Dovid
Orlofsky).

[Incidentally, R. Elchanan Wasserman asks (Kovdtii@n 1, Bava Basra 369): How can the
power of the sun depend on the Jewish months, wiitdw the moon [and do not correspond neatly to
the solar year]? He answers: Perhaps the majofitiieotime the occurrence is on Tu B'Av, and adixe

time was established for all years based on th@riha

Part 2: OnlTu B'Avit is Appropriate to Eat Meat

The appropriateness of celebratifig B'Avby eating meat can be inferred from two placesretbe
Magen Avrahanpr. Avraham HaLevi (Avli) Gombiner, Poland, ~16371683, commentary tShulchan AructvolumeOrach Chayirh Say'S
notto eat meat ofiu B'Ay both citedad loc) by theMishnah Berurah

(a) siman551 n16: If a community acceptsn@nhagnot to meat or drink wine even during the
latter part of "the week in whichiish'a B'Avfalls" (.e. like the position held by Rabban Shimon bemel - Ta'anis29b), then
"even if Tu B'Avfalls on Friday theyareassurin [eating] meat."

(b) siman572 n5: "Once, the Maharikabbeinuyaakov HalLevi (Siegel) Mullen, Germany, ~1360 27 decreed
that meat not be eaten on any Monday URtéish HaShanaltandTu B'Avfell on Monday - and he did not
want to [permit himself to] eat meat."

Apparently, undenormal circumstances, eating meabuld be appropriate (although obviously

far distant from anything resembling an obligation)



Perhaps this can be best understood accordifggtexplanation of the Rashbam (in part 1 above)
that Tu B'Avwas considered a form tdiyum" (and perhaps even accordingRabbeinu Gershonthat it

celebrates Torah study).

Interestingly, R. Moshe Feinstein wraigos mMosheo.c. 1:157)"We do not find [in the sources] any obligation
or Mitzvah to hold a [festive] meal ofu B'Ay and logic would dictate that even in "their daygien they
actually finished the Mitzvah [of the wood-cutting] theylthano [festive] meal, [and it was] a meiom
Tov with respect to not fasting'iSee alsaviinchas Yitzchaie:45] AS mentioned, | think the above inferences from

theMagen Avrahanshow that eating meat is at least "appropriatedygh apparently not more than that).
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